by Paul- R. Raabe
Have you eveér seen a bumper

- sticker that said, “In case of Rapture,

this car will be unoecupied”?

Have you ever heard a2 TV
preacher say that 1948, when the mod-
ern Israeli state began, was the fulfill-
ment of Bible prophecy?

Have you. ever heard people de-

_bate whether the Battle of Armaged-

don i near?

Maybe you have Wondered what
they are talking about. In a word,-they
are promoting a theology called “mil-

lennialism.” (The word “millenntum” -

comes from the Latin words mille—

“thousand” and ennus—"year.” It re-
fers. to a supposed 1,000-year rule of -

Christ on earth.) To be precise, they
are promotmg dispensational pre-
mallennialism. .

. There are several types of millen-
nialism, but dispensational premillen-
nialism is by far the most popular. It is

advoeated by well-known TV évangel- -

ists such as Jerry Falwell, Pat Robert-

son, Jimmy Swaggart and Kenneth

Copeland; by groups such as Campus
Crusade for Christ and World Proph—
ecy: Ministry; and by books such as the

. Scofield Reference Bible and Hal Lind- .

sey’s The Late Great Planet Earth.

Dispensational Premillennialism
Dispensational premillennialism is

an entire theological system, but at its

center is its,view of the end times. Bas-

jeally, its advoeates believe in the fol-

lowing future scenario:
One day Jesus will retwrn secretly,

and all Christians (both the living and

the dead) will he caught up or “rap-

tured” to the clouds to meet Him. Then
begins the.seven-year period of tribu
Iation for the non-Christian Jewish peo-
ple living in Palestine. During this

-period they will worship and offer an-

imal sacrifices at a rebuilt temple in Je-
rusalem. The Gospel will be preached
and the whole Jewish nation, together
with many Gentiles, will be converted.

" Toward the end of this seven-year pe-

riod, several wars will take place, cul-

minating in the Battle of Armageddon,
a nuclear war centered in the land of -

Israel. In the midst of this war, Jesus
will visibly return to Jerusalem to set
up the millennium. For a thousand
years Satan will be bound and Christ
‘will rule from Jerusalem over a political
kmgdom on earth. There will be good
weather, bountiful crops, international
peace and justice, and an end to crime.

ngerous

False Teachin,

“St. John the Divine
. on Patmas” as
. painted by
Hieronymous
Bosch (1450-1516)
of Flanders.

, Milfennialist
theology is based
in targe part on the .

.. 20th chapter of
John's Revelation.

In short, it will be a utopia on earth.
After the millennium, Satan will be re-
leased for a brief period. Then: comes

. the resurrection and Judgment of .
‘unbelievers. -

Evaluation . .

. Millennialism contradlcts the
Word of God. Scripture teaches that
Christ inangurated His kingdom at His-
first advent (Luke 11:20). His kingdont -
is not an earthly, political one (John
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18:36). Rather, His gracious rule is hid-
den under the cross, operating through
the Gospel and Sacraments and re-
ceived by faith. Only on the last day will
it become the kingdom of glory re-
vealed to sight. On that last day Christ
will refurn. in glory (Matt. 24:29-31).
(There is only one second coming of
Christ, not two, one secret and one,vis-
ible.) When Christ returns in glory, all
the dead will be i '
raised, believers
in Christ to eter- -
nal life and un-
believers to
eternal death
(John 5:28-29).
Only those .who
" believe in Christ
in this age will
be saved, not
"the whole Jew--
ish nation who
are converted
after the “rap-
ture” (Romans
9:27; 10:9-13;
Gal. 2:15-16).
Lutherans
confess ‘the his-
torie Christian
faith as ex- .
pressed in the |
words of the .
Athanasian
Creed: ‘“He
(Christ) as- &5
cended into
heaven, he sits
at the right hand
of the Father,
God Almighty,
from whence he
will come to
judge the living
and the dead. At
whose coming-
all men will rise
again with their
bodies - and will
give an account
of "their own
works. And they that have done good

-will go into life everlasting; and they-

that have done evil, into everlasting
fire. This is the catholic faith which, ex-
eept a man believe faithfully and firmly,
he cannot be saved” (Lutheram Wor-

ship, p. 135).

Millennialism is a very dangerous.

false teaching. It deludes people by of-

fering a second chance after the “rap-
ture” and the false hope of a this-world
utopia. It also takes away from the
Christian the comfort of the present.
kingdom of Christ. It teaches that
Christ’s kingdom is only in the future,

whereas the Seriptures teach that
Christians by faith are already enjoy-
ing the full benefits of Christ's gracious
rule, the forgiveness of sins, life and

salvation.
Revelation 20
At the heart of millennialism is the

belief in a future, 1,000-year rule of

Christ on earth. This view is based on
a literalistic interpretdtion of Rev. 20.
Therefore, it is important to study thls
chapter to see what it teaches.

In order to understand Rev 20

:

one needs to keep in mind a preliminary
point—The book of Revelation paints
pictures -for the reader. It is written
with symbolic imagery rather than in
newspaper: prose. Thus we read about
four horsemen (chapter 6), locusts like
scorpions (chapter 9), two beasts (chap-
ter 13) and so on. Therefore, it should
be interpreted in keeping with its use
of symbols. )

For exam-
ple, in 5:6 1t says
that the-lamb
(Christ) has
seven horrs and
seven eyes. Ob-
viously Christ
does not literally
havé -seyen
horns and seven
eyes. The num-
 ber seven is a

* gymbol for “per-
fect,” tha} is,
Christ has per-
 fect stremgth
and omnisei-
=" ence. So also the -
mumber 10 sig-
nifies “com-
‘pleteness.” In’
chapter 20 “one
‘thousand years”.
symbelizes the
complete period

" of time God has
allotted for the
Church to carry”
out its mission .
(10x10x10). Be- .
cause of its use
‘of symbols, it is
important to in-
terpret Revela-
" tion" in light of
- the non-sym-
bolic verses of
the Gospels “and
Epistles. Wlth
-this inl mind, We
shall look at
Rev. 20 more
closely. .

‘Verses 1—3 describe the binding of
Satan. The key question is: When is Sa-
tan bound? The rest of Seripture an-
swers: at Christ’s first advent. By His
earthly ministry, death and resurrec-
tion, Christ bound and defeated Satan
(Mark 8:27; John 12: 31-33; 1 John 3:8).
Verse 3 clarifies in what sense Satan is
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' bound,

Renaissance

painter and

S engraver Albrecht

| . Ddrer made a |

. serfes of woodcuts
on Revelation. In
this one, an angel ~

" with key and chain
imprisons Satan

"« _while another

points St John

toward the New

Jerusalern.

“in order that he mlght no
longer decelve the Gentiles.” Satan is
still, of course, “a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
But he does not have the power to pre-
vent the Gospel from gomg outto all
nations (Matt. 24:14) as in B:C. times
(Acts 14:16; 17:30). Christ will build His

Church, and the gates of hell will not -

prevent Him (Matt. 16:18). Satan is

bound for “a.thousand years,” that is,

for the complete period of time that God

" has decreed for the Church to carry out

its worldwide mission.
Verses 4-6 deseribe the “first res-

Jmrection.” Verse 4 says that the souls
of the faithful martyrs and “whoever

did not worship the beast and its image

. lived and ruled with Christ a thou-
sa.nd years.” Verses 5-6 add that this is
the “first resurrection.” Over those
who have a share in the “first resur-
rection,” the “second death” has no
power. These verses reveal that there
are two “deaths” and two “resurrec-
tions.” Verses 13-14, tell us that the
“first "death” is? eath and the
“second death” is eternal death. But
what are the first and the second “res-
urrections?’ Verse 6 tells us that the
first resurrection delivers people from

’ ﬁhe second death. This indicates that
-the “first resurrection” is the gift of

eternal life, the opposite of the “second
death.” Being involved in the “first res-
wrrection” is to become “priests of God
and of Christ” (v, 6);.it is to have one’s
name written in the Book of Life (v. 15).
Beii1g a part of the “first reswrrection’

is to be raised up to newness of life
through baptism (John 8: 3-b, 36; 5:24-
25). The “second resurrection” is the
bodﬂy resurrection to happen on the
last day (vv. 11-15). This “second res-
urrection” goes with the “first death”

bodily death.

Only believers in Christ (including

the faithful martyrs) have received the
“first resurrection,” whereas all people
(including the bodily dead unbeliev-
ers—yv. 5) will experience the “second
resurrection.” One should also see John
11:25-26, which speaks of these two
“deaths,” and John 5:24-29, ‘which
speaks of these two “resurrections.”
Afteér this period of time in which
the Gospel is preached to all the Gen-
tiles, Satan is released “for a little sea-
son
hinder the Church’s mission and to per-
secute the Church intensely for a short
time before the final judgment (see

“ors and ‘hive eternal life.

"—vv. 7-10. God permits Satan to

Matt. 24:15—30). Then God'ir}ter\r'_ene_s
ard casts Satan into hell (v. 10).

- Verses 11-15 then describe the fi-
nal hodily resurrection and judgment.
All the dead are raised and are judged
by Christ. Those whose names appear
in the Book of Life entér into the eter-
nal bliss of the new Jerusalem (chapters
21—22) but those whose names are not
written there are thrown into “the lake °
of fire.”

The Comfort of Revelatjon 20

What a comforting message of . | -

Good News Rev. 20 must have been for
its original readers! John wrote the
book of Revelation about A.D. 95, dur-
ing the reign of the Roman Emperor
Domitian. At that time the churches of

" Asia Minor were being persecuted from

within by false teachers (2:2) and from

* without by the Roman government (1:9;

17:9). Certain Jewish synagogues were |
persecuting them .as well (2:9; 3:9).
Some Christians were even-martyred
for the faith (2:18; 6:9;.20:4). No doubt-
many believers then (as now) despaired

- that the gates of hell had prevailed
".against the Church.

For them, and for us, J ohn wrote

'this comforting chapter. Christ, the

Lamb who was slain for the forgiveness
of sins; is the victorious Lord whe-de-
feated Satan. Satan is bound and will
not prevent the Gospel from going out -
to all nations. Contrary to reason and
experience, Ghnstlans——though perse-
cuted—are already more than conquer-
Even
martyrdom does not rob God’s people
of eternal life. Though Satan'is permit-
ted to persecute the Church intensely
for “a little season,” the Church is as-

‘sured of the victory. Thosé who are

Christ’s will be raised from the dead to
inherit eternal lifé on the hast day.
What a comforting message of -
good news Revelation 20 must have
been for the Church Militant in A.D.. -

" 95. And it still is. “For us fights the val-
iant One. .

. The Kingdom ours
Temaineth.” ;
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APPEN DIX 1
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